December, 2020
Dear Friends,
I don’t think any of us regretted to see 2020 come to a close. It was a rough year for
so many people all around the world. However, in this annual report I’m happy to let you
know that it ended well for us here at our mission in Togo. We had a couple of very joyful
occasions in December, and we took some nice photos and video clips that I’ll share with
you here.
Togo was hit less hard than a lot of places by the coronavirus and, in fact, in the
whole large rural area where our mission is located there was not a single case. However,
back in April we were obliged to follow nationwide restrictions, which meant that the Easter
baptisms of all our young catechumens had to be postponed. When I returned to Togo in
October from my annual trip home, restrictions had eased up partially, and we decided to
make plans for them to receive the sacraments on Christmas day. It seemed appropriate –
the day of Christ’s birth would be the day of their rebirth in him.
They were 79 candidates altogether -- 47 for baptism and first Communion, along
with another 32, already baptized, for first Communion. We have adult baptisms scheduled
for some future visits to different villages, but these 79 are all students who came to the
mission for the special Christmas Mass. Almost all are children of poor farmers, from
Atchanvé and from nine of our other villages where their catechists helped prepare them.
They arrived the evening of Dec. 23 for a retreat before the great day. Each brought
about a dollar for all their meals, and they slept in our school classrooms on mats. They
spent the 24th attending conferences, with time to pray and to practice for the Mass.
Here’s a photo of them praying during exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on Christmas
Eve, in our beautiful church that you helped us build.

The Mass began with the incensing of the Christmas crèche. On the wall in the
background, you can see the painting of St. Charles Lwanga and his companions, models for
African youth:

This next one shows one of our girls being baptized. On this wall you can see the
painting of four African women martyrs: Saint Josephine Bakhita, Saints Perpetua and
Felicity, and Blessed Anuarite Nengapeta.

The first of the videoclips that follow shows my assistant pastor, Fr. Jonathan Togbe,
and I placing stoles on the newly baptized. The second video shows them dancing their way
up for the collection, with the choir coming up at the end. The third shows the choir
singing.
Video 1 - 2020.1_Placing_of_baptismal_stoles
Video 2 - 2020.2_Collection
Video 3 - 2020.3_Choir

Everyone together after the Mass:

youtu.be/LIUSpnA12d8
youtu.be/sonnLV2aXJw
youtu.be/pITxa7p8h9g

The other joyful event took place the previous weekend. Simon Amouzouvi was a
young student from Avélébé, one of our nearby villages, who began his lengthy seminary
formation not long after I arrived in Togo. Over the years he has helped out in the parish
during his vacations, often staying here at the rectory. He was ordained in the capital on
Saturday, December 19 and came up with us to spend that night at the mission before we
drove him to his home village the next morning to offer his first Mass.
This next photo shows Simon’s arrival in his village. He is met by a delegation of the
village elders and the village chief (wearing the crown). The pouring of a libation of water
on the ground is not a pagan ceremony, and is perfectly compatible with the Christian faith.
The words spoken to the ancestors while the water is poured might even include an
acknowledgment to them that the Christianity was not available for them while they were
living on earth, and an invitation to them to join in the day’s celebration.

A girl offers flowers to Simon:

This video clip – “Alleluia! Hosanna!” – conveys the joy and pride of the village:
Video 4 - 2020.4_Traditional_welcome_chants

youtu.be/rqZaJM7DksI

Some priests concelebrated the Mass, and some sisters came for the occasion:

I don’t have a video of it, but I was struck by a special song the choir had composed
for Simon that they serenaded him with during the festive meal that followed the Mass.
The refrain to the song went something like this: “You are no longer little Simon; you are
Father Simon. And now you will celebrate Mass, and you will learn to suffer.” They sang
those last words in an upbeat way, with smiles on their faces. I was amazed by their
instinctive realization – and their desire to express it – that an unavoidable part of Simon’s

vocation will be to “bear [his] share of the hardship which the Gospel entails, with the
strength that comes from God” (2 Tim 1:8). It was as if the villagers he grew up with were
letting him know that they are counting on him for that.
After a long delay at the port of Lomé, the shipping container that we shipped in
early October finally arrived at the mission by truck. It contained donations of medical
supplies for our clinic, canned food, supplies for our schools here at the mission and in our
outlying villages, church items, and much, much more. Here are a few photos of the good
folks at Holy Redeemer in Kensington, Maryland – now our sister parish in the U.S. – loading
the container in the parking lot:

Here is a video clip of some children running alongside the container when it arrived
in the village.
Video 5 - 2020.5_Village_children_meeting_container

youtu.be/Z8mQzeFHiMo

And here is a video clip of the container being unloaded, followed by a few more
photos. The third photo shows the large bronze statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe that we
ordered from Mexico being unloaded. That and the statue of St. Juan Diego were the most
important items in the container. We had ordered them from Mexico and had them sent to
Holy Redeemer. Once we have the statues set up in a large grotto we’re building in front of
the church, I’ll include a photo of them in my next report
Video 6 - 2020.6_Unloading_the_container

youtu.be/WEZjFKVBzxo

As our mission continues to grow, we need your prayers, sacrifices and contributions
more than ever. This is our one and only annual general appeal to all our supporters. I had
hoped to post this report on the website before the end of December, so that those who
wanted to make a 2020 donation to the mission for tax purposes could do so. I may have
run out of time, but in any case, my thanks go to those of you have already given recently.
To others who can help out now, just click on the donate button to contribute online or by
check. Thanks in advance to you as well. Be assured that I will personally see to it that all
of your donations will be well spent, to help those who need it most.
God bless you all!
Yours in Christ,
Fr. William Ryan

Video 1 - 2020.1_Placing_of_baptismal_stoles
Video 2 - 2020.2_Collection
Video 3 - 2020.3_Choir
Video 4 - 2020.4_Traditional_welcome_chants
Video 5 - 2020.5_Village_children_meeting_container
Video 6 - 2020.6_Unloading_the_container

youtu.be/LIUSpnA12d8
youtu.be/sonnLV2aXJw
youtu.be/pITxa7p8h9g
youtu.be/rqZaJM7DksI
youtu.be/Z8mQzeFHiMo
youtu.be/WEZjFKVBzxo

