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Dear Friends,
Greetings to all. Here’s the latest update from our mission in Togo, along with photos
and three brief videos (links on the upper left of the home page) that I hope you enjoy.
I want to thank everyone who was so good to us during my visit to the U.S. this year.
It’s always great to have a chance to speak about the mission to different parishes and groups,
and to spend some time with people back home who support us.
When I returned to Togo in October we were in the middle of the month of the rosary.
Most parishes here combine the recitation of the rosary every evening in October with
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, and ours is no exception. This is a very popular devotion
in Togo. We usually had 100-150 people attend in the evening, and probably three times that
many when we closed out October with a procession through the village with the image of Our
Lady of Guadalupe. Five times – once for each mystery – the procession stopped and I would
light up the image with the headlights of my all-terrain vehicle while everyone prayed the
decade. We finished at the church with a closing Mass and Benediction.
For Benediction, we were able to use a new monstrance that I was able to bring back to
Togo in my suitcase. It was a gift of St. Andrew’s parish in Silver Spring, Maryland. Here’s a
picture of our assistant pastor, Jonathan Togbe, holding the monstrance, surrounded by some
of our parishioners:

FR. JONATHAN TOGBE
Fr. Jonathan did a great job holding down the fort while I was away. He was ordained
last December and we were fortunate that he was assigned to our mission where he had served
as a deacon for a few months previous to that. He’s a zealous young priest, and with his perfect
ability in the Ewe language, we’ll be able to reach more people now with the gospel message.

He is from Tsévié, a large town halfway between here and Lomé. I’ve had the chance to
meet his parents. His father teaches at the university in Lomé, and his mother teaches at a
lycée.

PARISH VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND RELIGIOUS LIFE
One of our own young men, Gabriel Assadi, will finally be ordained to the priesthood
later this month. He is from the village of Anasivé, near Dzatikpo, which is one of our most
dynamic secondary stations.
The next picture, from a couple years ago, shows Gabriel, on the right. On the left is
Simon Amouzouvi, who was just ordained a deacon in September. If all goes well Simon will be
ordained to the priesthood in December of 2020. In the middle is Modeste Gueli. Modeste
attends the “petit seminaire” (minor seminary) in Lomé along with Emmanuel Apeli (not
shown) – those two are in the equivalent of 10th and 9th grade. Of course, they have many
more years to go, but they are doing well in their studies.

We also have another parishioner, Didier Atiyoé, who is undertaking some preparatory
studies and will then enter the major seminary. Lastly, Donatien Kpomegbe has discerned a call
to the religious life with the St. John of God community and is currently in formation with them.
As for feminine vocations, Catherine Dopenyo, the daughter of one of our catechists
(who also happens to be the chief of his small village – that’s a rare combination!) is a postulant
with the Notre Dame de l’Eglise sisters, which is the order that serves our parish here.
Catherine is studying in Lomé. And we have three very young “aspirantes” who help the sisters
at the convent here and are considering a possible vocation with the NDE sisters.
Please pray for all of these good young parishioners who want to give their lives to the
Lord and his Church in this way.

PROGRESS OF OUR SCHOOLS AND DORMITORIES; OPENING OF OUR
LYCÉE
Our goal has always been to offer a quality Catholic education, from kindergarten right
up through the last year before university, to any child in this huge rural area who is willing to
work hard in school, no matter how poor he or she is. Almost all the parents of these children
are dirt-poor subsistence farmers. We decided to take things step by step, so eleven years ago
we began with our first kindergarten class (actually, it was two levels of kindergarten). Here’s a
picture of those first kindergarten students from way back in 2008:

We’ve made a lot of progress since then. Over the next six years we added one
classroom per year until we had finished building our primary school, which now has an
enrollment of 284 students. We also built five other primary schools, K-6th, strategically located
in five villages in our parish territory.
Here’s a photo of the students currently attending our primary school at the mission:

The next step we took was to build a large collège (grades 7-10) at the mission for those
students who graduate from our six primary schools – here and in our other villages. This we
accomplished in four years by again building one classroom per year. Our collège now has an
enrollment of 214 students.

To accommodate our collège students who graduate from our five outlying schools and
are too young to rent a room here in Atchanvé, we built a new girl’s dormitory and remodeled
the old sisters’ convent into a boy’s dormitory. Each of those buildings can house 100 students.
As our dorms become more and more popular and our dorm students move up a grade each
year, we expect to reach that number, or close to it, in two or three years. Here’s a photo of
the 71 boys and girls now residing in the two dorms and attending 7th and 8th grade:

The final step was to build a lycée, which is the equivalent of 11th, 12th, and 13th grades,
following the French educational system. We recently received the funding for construction of
new classrooms for the lycée, which will be located on a third floor of the collège building. We
are working hard on that construction, and in the meantime, our first lycée class is using a
classroom at the collège. The next photo shows our first lycée students. I invited them to the
rectory recently for some soft drinks, to get to know them better and to encourage them in their
studies. I told them they are making history as the first class, the “pioneers” of our new lycée,
which is the only Catholic lycée in the Archdiocese of Lomé located outside the capital. It’s a
small class, because they were the first to graduate from our collège, but with larger classes
moving up the ladder, the new lycée classrooms that we are building will be full before too long.
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Here’s a photo of the entire student body of the collège and the lycée, with the lycée
students in the middle and some of the teachers crouching in front of them:

The next photo shows the layout of our schools. The three buildings on the left are our
primary school. The building on the right is our collège. That’s the building that will have a
third floor for the lycèe. The church, with the green roof, is behind the buildings, and in the far
background is the rectory and parish offices.

All of our primary schools have been taken over financially by the Archdiocese of Lomé,
which is what we had requested. On the other hand, our collège and our lycée have been
approved by the Archdiocese as Catholic schools, but on the condition that our mission would
cover these schools’ expenses, which is what we are doing, with your help. We now have
roughly 1200 students in all of our schools, a number which will increase in the years ahead.

OUR PARISH CATECHUMENATE
Importantly, our schools are our main source of candidates for our catechumenate,
which over a period of three years prepares children and adults for baptism. Many of our
students are not Catholic, but many become interested once they enroll with us. Each of our
schools, at the mission here in Atchanvé and in our other villages, offers not only religion
classes during regular school hours and a monthly school Mass that all students attend, but also
catechumenate sessions three times a week for 45 minutes after school hours. Baptized
students preparing for first Communion or confirmation participate in those classes along with
the catechumens who preparing for baptism.
We have some good help teaching our catechumens. The Archbishop and the vocations
director for the Archdiocese of Lomé have been sending seminarians to our mission for their
“pastoral year” before they enter the major seminary. They understand that these future
priests need to realize that the Archdiocese is more than just the city of Lomé. The year they
spend with us gives them a first-hand experience of rural ministry. The next photo shows
seminarians Eric, Stéphane, and Georgio, who all grew up in the capital and attended parishes
there. They each teach a catechumenate class and also help tutor the boys and girls who reside
in our dorms.

A GALLERY OF AFRICAN SAINTS FOR OUR CHURCH
Construction on our church building is finished and we’ve been celebrating Mass there
for a couple of years, but we are still working on our interior decorations. To inspire our
parishioners, especially our young people, we decided to create a gallery of African saints,
including several martyrs, on the walls of the transept. A good Togolese artist, who comes up
from Tsévié for two or three days at a time when he is able to, is working on paintings for the
interior walls. He has almost finished the images on the transept, and then we’ll decide what to
do in the nave.

There are plenty of saints from north Africa from the early centuries of the Church, but
because the evangelization of sub-Saharan Africa began relatively recently (mid-19th century)
there are fewer black African canonized saints from this part of the continent. For this reason,
we have included among the images some who are not yet canonized but have been declared
“venerable” and “blessed” (beatified). The following pages show some of the images:

St. Josephine Bakhita (Sudan)
Sts. Perpetua and Felicity
(modern-day Tunisia)
Blessed Anuarite (Congo)
Below: their martyrdom
Above: in heaven

St. Charles Lwanga and the Ugandan
Martyrs
Below, right and left: their martyrdom
Below, middle: actual photo of them,
taken a few months before their
martyrdom in 1886
Above: in heaven

Venerable Teresa Chikaba (present-day
Ghana, parents possibly were Ewe)
Blessed Victoire Rasoamanarivo
(Madagascar)

Blessed Isidore Bakanja (Congo)

Blessed Cyprien Tansi (Nigeria)

St. Crispina (modern-day Algeria)

St. Catherine of Alexandria (Egypt)

St. Benedict the Moor
(Italy, son of African slaves)

St. Athanasius (Egypt)

St. Monica and her son St. Augustin
(modern-day Algeria)

St. Moses the Black (Egypt)

Blessed Benedict Daswa (South Africa –
died 1990, beatified 2015)

TEAK TREE PROJECT
In my last report I explained our teak tree project, the goal of which is to enable this
parish and its schools to be economically self-sufficient when I’m no longer here (which I hope
will be quite a few years from now!), so as not to depend forever on assistance from the U.S.
We continue to plant more teak trees each year to help us accomplish that goal. This week I’ll
visit four villages where we have purchased some land, to make arrangements to prepare the
ground now, and to plant 10,000 teak seedlings at the beginning of the next rainy season.
Here’s a photo of some of our teak seedlings being prepared:

For more information about the teak tree project and the great promise that it holds for
the future of our mission, click on the link to the third video above.

A NEW ARCHBISHOP FOR LOMÉ
We recently received the news that Pope Francis has accepted the resignation at age 75
of the current Archbishop of Lomé, Denis Amuzu-Dzakpah, who has served as Archbishop since
2007, the year after I arrived. He has visited our mission several times for confirmations, which

we have often combined with the blessing of chapels that we have built in our secondary
stations. He will soon be replaced by Archbishop Nicodème Barrigah, who is currently Bishop of
the Diocese of Atakpamé, a few hours north of here. I’ve met the new Archbishop and am glad
that he is the choice. He is currently the president of the Togolese bishops’ Justice and Peace
Commission. I’ve actually spoken to him in Spanish, which he learned while he was with the
Vatican’s diplomatic service in El Salvador. That gives us a nice connection, because
Salvadorans were the single largest group of immigrants that I worked with while I was in
Hispanic ministry in the Archdiocese of Washington.
Here are photos of the three Archbishops under whom I will have served since arriving
in Togo in 2006. The first is Archbishop Philippe Kpodzro, who invited me to missionary service
here and has been a friend since my Peace Corps days in 1973-75. He turns 90 this coming
March. The second is Archbishop Amuzu-Dzakpah, now 75, and the third is Archbishop
Barrigah, 56, soon to take up his duties. The new Archbishop is quite a singer, and writer of
religious songs that are popular here, including “Ma Vie, C’est le Christ” (“My Life is Christ”). I
hope he’ll be able to visit our parish before too long.

One last thing – during my home visits I do the best I can with fundraising through
parish collections and speaking engagements, but we only send out a fundraising appeal by
email once a year, and it’s that time. I’ll be very grateful for anything you can do to help us out.
Just click the donate button on home page, and you can give online or by check. Be assured
that I will personally see to it that your tax-deductible donation will be well used, to help the
people here who need it most.
Even more importantly, please continue to pray for our mission. And know that at every
Sunday Mass here at the mission and in all our secondary stations we pray for all our
supporters in the U.S.
God bless you all!
Fr. William Ryan

