Dear Friends,

April, 2015

Greetings from Togo.
I hope you enjoy this latest mission report. Although our website can’t be like some
others that are updated weekly (or daily, or even by the minute!), at least two or three times a
year I try to give to our friends and supporters back home a chance to see, by way of photos
and video clips, our activities in this little corner of God’s world.
In this way I hope you will consider yourselves a true part of what we are trying to do
here for the Lord, and that you will support the mission, first and foremost through your
prayers and sacrifices, and of course we always need donations.
I’m writing this report the week after Easter, and I thought you might enjoy some
photos of our Holy Week and Easter services.
These first ones show the blessing of the palms and the procession on Palm Sunday.

Here are the twelve “apostles” who were chosen to have their feet washed at the
traditional Holy Thursday evening Mass:

Following the Mass we had the procession of the Blessed Sacrament from the village
chapel to the gazebo in front of the rectory, where adoration was held for a couple of hours:

For Good Friday our youth organized the living Stations of the Cross. Hundreds
attended as we made our way through the village, including many who are not Catholic.

I’m always impressed by how fascinated the children are by this.

Here is Veronica wiping the face of Jesus, and then his encounter with the weeping
women of Jerusalem:

Our Easter Vigil service on Saturday night is one of the high points of the year.

Here are five of our catechumens with their candles at the Vigil, just after their baptism:

We’re looking forward to being able to celebrate Easter in our new parish church, but in
the meantime Sister Colette did a beautiful job decorating our humble mud chapel.

The next day the “neophytes” (newly baptized) came back for the morning Mass, which
is when we baptize the babies
.

Then it was off to Avégan, a nearby secondary station, for an outdoor Mass with more
baptisms and First Communions, and a lot of celebration afterwards with drumming and
dancing – plus a blessing of the catechist’s new motorcycle.

During my home visit last fall, the fundraising that I did was mostly for two purposes.
First, we needed help for the continuation of the construction of our new parish church.
Second, we needed help to build what we would call back home a middle school, although the
educational system is different here, modeled on the French system, so the school is called a
“collège” and will include the equivalent of U.S. 7th through 10th grades.

Here is a photo of the church under construction. A large-scale project like this is not
easy out here in the country, where a lot of the materials have to be transported long distances
over bad roads, but you can see that we’re making good progress. Next report I hope to show
you pictures of the first phase of the installation of the roof.

And here is one of the middle school we are building, which is also coming along nicely
considering we began only a few weeks ago.

We had to get the green light for school construction from the local government, which
in our case was not difficult since our mission has a good reputation, and this school is meant to
help our students continue the education they are receiving in our primary school. That school
is now filled with over 250 students, and our contractor has assured me that the middle school
will be finished in plenty of time for our current 6th graders to begin the new school year there
beginning in September.

Here are some photos of a nice groundbreaking ceremony we had, with the blessing of
the site. You can see the church to the right, and back on the left is the existing primary school.

In December my good friend Fr. Ray Gawronski was able to spend ten days with me. It
was his first time in Africa and he appreciated the chance to see some African rural life up close.

I was amazed in January when the principal of the public middle school at Avélébé, one
of our larger villages, came to see me and asked if I could celebrate an outdoor Mass for his
students, which I was happy to do. He is a practicing Catholic and member of the Legion of
Mary. I can’t even imagine what the reaction to that request would be back in the U.S. from

public school authorities. But here in Togo? No problem! The students from our Catholic
primary school at Avélébé came, as well as from the public primary school. So it was a great
opportunity to preach to over 500 students from the three schools. The principal asked me to
say a few words about chastity, and to encourage the young people to wait until marriage,
since he was concerned that there have been some young girls from his school who have
gotten pregnant and dropped out. He’s convinced, rightly of course, that the only real and
lasting solution to that is for the students to grow in virtue, and so I was more than happy to try
to help him out.

I was delighted to perform the marriages of four of our mission’s employees recently.
Raoul, who drives the big mission truck, married Antoinette, who teaches at our school at
Avégan. And Didier, who teaches at our school at Kpoguéré, married Celestine; both are
members of our parish’s Legion of Mary.
Catholics here often delay their Church weddings because they do understand the
seriousness of the Church’s teaching on marriage as a permanent commitment. Since it is very
unusual for an African man to live without a wife, there is sometimes some hesitation due to
worries about what will happen if things don’t work out. So this occasion was a good chance

for them witness to their confidence in the grace of God that accompanies the sacrament of
marriage.

I’m not sure what the reason for it is, but it seems that the birth of twins is much more
frequent here than back home. There have been quite a few twins born in Atchanvé since I
arrived. Twins are considered a special blessing from God. These beautiful babies are the most
recent ones, born on Christmas Day and named, appropriately enough, Noel and Noela!

Speaking of children, here in Togo primary school students generally are expected to do
some manual work on Friday afternoons, often tidying up the school grounds or working in the

school garden, or cleaning the school building itself. Sometimes Sister Colette sends over our
students to work on the mission grounds. You can see them here:

Back in November Archbishop Amuzu-Dzakpah of Lomé came up to confirm 85 mostly
young people from our parish. The ceremony took place at Kpoguéré, one of our more active
secondary stations where we have built a chapel and are also building a primary school one
classroom per year. The Archbishop blessed the chapel during the Confirmation Mass, and
afterwards blessed the third grade classroom. The fourth grade classroom will be finished
before the next school year starts this September.

As you can see, our liturgical celebrations continue to be a source of joy and spiritual
strength for our people. Here are some photos and a video clip of our Christ the King Mass and
procession. It was held in the village of Avégan and was probably the most well-attended yet.

I have mentioned in past reports that we have three main profit-sharing projects
intended both to make our mission self-sustaining for the future and also to increase the
income of some of our local farmers. All of these are making good progress. Our cassava flour
project has become very popular, with more villages asking each year to participate. The
farmers cultivate the cassava, or manioc, and we provide them free of charge with the
equipment to transform it into flour. We then purchase the flour from them by kilogram at a
price that is better than they could get anywhere else, and transport down to Lomé in 50 kg
sacks in our big truck to sell. This year we produced almost 3000 sacks. We donated 75 of
them to parishes in the Archdiocese of Lomé to distribute to the poor who request help.
Folimé is one of our more remote participating villages. Here you can see the women
there greeting Fr. Gawronski and myself with song and dance when we visited.

Here are a couple of the presses that we provided, and some of our workers weighing
the flour

Last year we used the tractor and other agricultural equipment that we shipped to Togo
for a small experimental field of corn, but weren’t quite ready for the March/April planting,
which is timed for the rainy season. It took us quite a while to clear out the stumps and
prepare the ground for the first 25 acres of the 150 acre plot of land that we purchased last
year, but we have already begun planting this year on a larger scale, perhaps even 25 acres.

Here’s a photo of some of our workers using the 1930’s hand-operated corn sheller that
we shipped from the U.S. on corn from our small experimental harvest. They don’t make these
any more in the U.S., but I have learned that we can order a mechanized one here in Togo that
should do the trick better!

Our palm oil project is also coming along nicely. We are able to purchase nuts from the
farmers and transform it into oil with our machines – which are run almost exclusively on solar
power – and we are also able to provide frequent daily work for 20 or more laborers at our
mini-factory.
The oil from the palm nuts has a variety of uses, and recently we have begun
experimenting making soap from it. A non-profit organization offered a free 5-day training
workshop in Lomé on soap production that we sent several of our workers to, and they learned
a lot. Here you can see some of the first bars that we made:

Our parish includes 15 secondary stations. Some are large villages with a large number
of Catholics, others are small with hardly more than a handful. Each station has its own
catechist who prepares the people for the sacraments and preaches on Sundays when I’m not
able to be there – which of course is most Sundays. Generally I celebrate an early morning
Mass at Atchanvé on Sundays and then head off in the mission’s Toyota pickup truck to one of
the stations.
The roads are very difficult in this area, but to get to the tiny village of Avégo which is
about 7 kilometers from the mission there is no road at all -- unless, that is, we decided to take
about a 45 kilometer detour. The reason is that the Zio River, which has no bridge for vehicles
near here, lies between Avégo and the mission. I say no bridge “for vehicles” because what the
people have rather cleverly done is cut down some large teak trees, tied them together with

heavy wire, and laid them across the river at different angles, with some of them resting on
some tree stumps that protrude up from the water.
If I’m scheduled to say a Mass at Avégo, I send a message ahead of time for someone
from Avégo to come by motorcycle to pick me up on the other side of the river. Then I drive
my all-terrain vehicle to the bank on our side, leave it locked there, and make my way across
the teak “bridge” on foot. These pictures show Sister Therese Emmanuel, who walked to the
river, and I making the crossing (if you look closely you can see a blue rope that we could hang
on to for most of the way). Sister helps with religious education and the catechumenate and
often accompanies me on Sundays to our stations.

Here’s a photo of the small Catholic community at the “chapel” at Avégo, always so
happy to see us when we arrive. I was thinking that if Pope Francis has encouraged the Church
to take the good news of Jesus Christ to the “peripheries”, then this is it, no doubt about it.

Finally, here are a couple of video clips that I hope you enjoy. This first one shows our
primary school children helping to carry sand for the first couple of classrooms of the middle
school we are building. Most of them will be attending it one day, and we want them all to be
able to say that they helped to build their school.
Videos: (on YouTube.com)
Students helping build Middle School.
Christ the King procession.

Thanks so much for your support. Please keep us in your prayers, as I do you in mine.
God bless,
Fr. William Ryan

